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Britain went off the Gold Standard, in 1931, the
Indian Government immediately followed suit.
There was no consultation or discussion. It is very
unlikely that the reins of financial control will be
held any less lightly when the new India Act comes
into force.
International agreements, such as the Kellogg
Pact, and others hardly less important, are signed
from Whitehall, seemingly as a matter of conveni-
ence, without any realization of the indignity of such
a proceeding. Such things, however, are all in
keeping with India's actual status of carefully
defined subjection to Great Britain
So long as this dark shadow of inferiority obscures
the horizon between the two countries, there can
never be peace and good-will. Friendly, social inter-
course can neither be natural nor normal; for this
shadow will always come between. It will be quite
impossible to build up any lasting structure of
generous good feeling on such a basis. The evil has
already gone too deep.
If, in reply to this, the hard logic of facts is
appealed to, and it is asserted that while British
troops defend India they cannot take orders from
an Indian Minister of State, there are many answers
that may be given in return. The issue cannot be
settled by an ultimatum of that kind.
(i) The expense of these troops is very hand-
somely paid for out of Indian funds, and according
to British precedent, taxation and representation
should always go together.